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Matthew William Butlin 

 

I am running for the position of national President because  
I want to lead the task of lifting the Society’s contribution to  

 The economic profession in Australia  

 The quality of public debate on economic issues  

 Its members. 

I have been a member of the ESA Central Council for almost four years (by virtue of 
being the President of the Victorian Branch) and have supported the efforts led by 
Bruce Chapman to break new ground, such as the Eminent Speaker series that 
began with Professor Joe Stiglitz.  I plan to build on that.   

If elected, I will take a strategic approach to the Central Council’s focus and actions.  
An early priority will be to assess the Society’s current performance against its goals 
and, building on the Council’s collegiality and good will, identify and pursue a 
manageable number of practical, strategic actions that will lift our contribution to 
those three key areas above.   

I bring to this task a number of useful strengths:  

 I deeply value the academic and public policy streams of our profession.  
Since gaining my PhD in economics from MIT in 1980 I have worked as a 
professional economist in government (both Commonwealth and State) and 
in advisory and executive roles in the private sector (mining and consulting).  I 
was a Commissioner at the Productivity Commission before being appointed 
in 2008 as the full-time Chair of the Victorian Competition and Efficiency 
Commission – an independent State body closely modelled on the PC – a 
role I currently hold.  I have also recently become Chairman of the Advisory 
Board of the Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research.   

 A capacity for strategic thinking, policy and leadership, and getting things 
done through others including in working with committees.   

 Good networks in government and the private sector to assist the ESA’s 
national work and add to the networks already in the Central Council.   

 A good understanding of how the Economic Society works, at both national 
and State levels.  The Victorian branch ran – in conjunction with Victoria 
University – a highly successful Conference of Economists last year.  If I am 
successful in this election I will step down from the role of President of the 
Victorian branch. 

 A continuing interest in economic history and the place of economics in public 
policy, being currently committed to contributing (with a couple of co-authors) 
a chapter to the Cambridge Economic History of Australia. 
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