
The Economic Society of Australia (QLD) invites you to a luncheon 

featuring Professor Paul Frijters.

Queensland

EVENT: Managing Failing States
SPEAKERS: Professor Paul Frijters
VENUE:  RBS Morgans, Level 29 Riverside Centre, 123 Eagle Street
DATE: Wednesday, 14th November
TIME:  12:00noon to 1:00pm
MEAL:  A light lunch will be provided
DRESS:  Business Casual

Professor Paul Frijters did his PhD in 1999 in Amsterdam after doing a Masters in Econometrics 
in Groningen. Arriving in Australia in 2001, he was elected ‘Best Economist under 40 in Australia’ by 
the Economic Society of Australia for 2009-2011. 

He is in the top 1% of recently cited economists in the world and writes on a diverse range of 
topics, including happiness and well-being, migration in China, behavioural economics, transition 
economics, and health economics.  

He has advised the Dutch and the Australian governments, presented at UN conferences, and has 
regularly served as an invited keynote speaker for policy groups within Australia and at international 
conferences. He is active in the media and policy land, with interview invites by CNN, the Wall Street 
Journal, ABC, the US Congress, the Australian Economic Senate Committee, the Productivity 
Commission, the Australian Treasury, the Department for Climate Change, and many others. 

His latest book is soon coming with Cambridge UP and is called ‘An economic theory of greed, 
love, groups and networks’ co-written with Gigi Foster.

“The West in recent decades has been increasingly faced with 
disruptions emanating from failed states, like Afghanistan, Haiti, the 
Solomons, and Somalia. Whilst we are poised to leave Afghanistan 
and have just pulled out of Iraq, we are at the same time increasingly 
pulled into places like Somalia, Mali, and Syria, whilst there is also a 
high likelihood that we will get dragged back into places we just left. 

In general, we have tried a variety of things to reduce the impact 
failed states have on our lives, from indifference to minimal symptom 
response to full-scale occupation-and-reform. As part of an ongoing 
project investigating the functionality of failing states (and/or the 
success rate of Western politicians in insulating their societies from 
‘failed state fallout’), this lecture will review the pros and cons of 
the predominant options employed as well as possible alternatives. 
As one might expect, the main examples come from the current 
struggle with Islamic extremists challenging Western interests. 
Recent developments in Syria, Somalia, and Iran will hence be 
discussed.”

Managing Failing StateS
An economic response to thAt which hAs been tried



reGistrAtion And pAYment Form
To register please phone, fax, email or post as indicated below.   
While walk-ins are welcome, early registration (before Monday, 12 Nov) is 
greatly appreciated.

Phone/Fax: 07 3041 0393
Email: ecosocqld@ecosoc.org.au
Post: GPO Box 1170, Brisbane QLD 4001

This document will become a Tax Invoice when payment is made.  The Society 
is a professional, non-profit body, whose annual turnover is currently less than 
the specified threshold and therefore exempt from any GST component.

The Economic Society of Australia (Queensland) Inc., ABN 31491 579 304

pArticipAnt’s detAils
Title: ______ Name: ___________________    _____________________

Mailing Address:  ______________________________________________

Email Address:  ________________________________________________

Member:  $10 Non-member:  $20

Payment details (Please note:  To confirm your registration, payment must 
be made prior to the event, Payment can be made by:

direct deposit 
Account Name: Economic Society of Australia (Queensland) Inc.    
BSB:  064 147 
Account #:  00902445

PLEASE be sure to enter your name when using this payment method.

cheQUe
Please make cheques payable to the Economic Society of Australia (QLD) Inc.

credit cArd
Cardholder’s Name:  ____________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________________

Authorised Amount (AUD):  _____________  Expiry Date: _______________

Card Number: _________________________

Please Circle:   Bankcard     Mastercard     Visa

If you would like to be added to the Society’s mailing list (and accordingly 
advised of future events) please tick your preferred contact details below:

 Above Email          Above Mailing Address

Queensland


