
                                                                                            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Distinguished Professor Deirdre McCloskey  

Why economics can’t explain the modern world 
 

Topic: Professor McCloskey’s book Bourgeois Dignity: Why Economics Can’t Explain the Modern World 
argues that an ideological change, rather than saving or exploitation, is what caused Western civilizations 
to prosper from 1700 forward.  This is at odds with the traditional view posed by economists, like Nobel 
Laureate Douglass North, which try to explain history primarily through economic means.  Bourgeois 
Dignity is the second in a series of four books by Professor McCloskey concerning The Bourgeois Era. 
 
Distinguished Professor McCloskey is an economist, historian, and rhetorician who has written sixteen 
books and around 400 scholarly pieces on topics ranging from technical economics and statistics to 
transgender advocacy and ethics. She is known as a "conservative" economist, University-of-Chicago 
style (she taught there for 12 years), but protests that "I'm a literary, quantitative, postmodern, free-market, 
progressive Episcopalian, Midwestern woman from Boston who was once a man. Not 'conservative'!” 
 
Don’t miss this unique opportunity to hear a charismatic and globally renowned economist (no less US 
affiliated cricket tragic) explain world history. 
 
Venue:  Morgans Financial Limited  

Level 29/Riverside Centre 

123 Eagle Street 

Date:   Monday, 25 November, 2013  

Time:   5.30pm registration for 5.45pm 

Refreshments:   Drinks and canapés provided 

Dress:  Business attire or smart casual 
 

Inquiries:  Economic Society of Australia (QLD) 
Email:   admin@esaqld.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 

Economic Policy Analysis 
Programme (EPAP) 

 

The Economic Society of Australia (QLD)
in association with Griffith University’s  

Economic Policy Analysis Programme (EPAP) 
presents  

Why economics CAN’T explain  
the modern world 

as part of ESA’s 2013 Eminent Speaker Series 



To Register 
Contact the secretariat at: 
 

Phone:         07 3041 0393 
Email:           ecosocqld@ecosoc.org.au 
Post :           GPO Box 1170, Brisbane QLD 4001 
 

For planning and convenience please register by Friday 22 November 2013  

 
Registration and Payment Form 
 
This document will become an invoice when payment is made.  The Society is a professional, 
non-profit body, with an annual turnover currently such that it is exempt from charging GST.  
 
The Economic Society of Australia (Qld) Inc., ABN 31491 579 304 
 
Participant Details 
Title..............   Name.......................................................................................................... 
Organisation........................................................................................................................ 
Email address.................................................................................................................... 
Contact phone number...................................................................................................... 
Please advise of any dietary requirements....................................................................... 
 
Member:   $10.00  Non-member:  $30.00  
 
Payment Details 
Payment may be made by: 
 
Direct Deposit 
PLEASE be sure to enter your name when using this payment method. 
Account name:  Economic Society of Australia (Qld) Inc 
BSB:  124 010  Account number:  2153 4198 
 
Cheque 
Please make payable to the Economic Society of Australia (Qld) Inc 
 
Credit Card 

Cardholder’s Name.................................................................Visa/Mastercard (please circle) 

Card number............................................ Amount authorised (AUD)  $............................. 

Expiry date............................. Cardholder’s signature......................................................... 

 
Terms and conditions of registrations: Payment must be made at the time of registration.  Please contact 
the Society if this is not possible.  Refunds for registration cancelations less a 10% administration charge 
are available more than 14 days prior to the event but are not possible after that time.  Registrations may 
be transferred to another person though additional payment will be required if a member transfers a 
registration to a non-member.  If the seminar is cancelled due to circumstances beyond the Society’s 
control or due to registrations being below a minimum number, registration fees will be refunded in full. 


